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Dr. Radu Purtuc
Henry Ford Wyandotte Hospital
Dr. Radu Purtuc was born in Romania. In the late 80’s the
government was uprooted, so he and his family migrated
to the United States and have lived in Chicago ever since.
He paid for his undergraduate school by working fulltime as a hospital inpatient pharmacy technician until his
citizenship was delayed, forcing him to take a break from
his undergraduate studies. He resumed his studies after
becoming a U.S. citizen and went onto medical school
at Rosalind Franklin University of Medicine and Science.
He is now in his third year of residency at Henry Ford
Wyandotte Hospital. Purtuc’s hobbies include running,
playing tennis, reading and photography.

Dr. Alex Thomas
Michigan Foot and Ankle Specialists
Dr. Alexander Thomas is the son of Iraqi immigrants
who originally settled in Detroit. He now lives in Orchard
Lake Village, MI. He just became certified in podiatric
medicine and works at Michigan Foot and Ankle
Specialists in Dearborn, MI. Thomas attended Wayne
State University as an undergraduate and went on to
Barry University in Florida for his Doctor of Podiatric
Medicine degree. He also works as an activist with the
Shlama Foundation for Iraqi Christian refugees displaced
throughout Iraq.

The cost of becoming a doctor has soared. It’s not
unusual to find new physicians a quarter of a million
dollars in debt, while average salaries are declining.

I’m guessing, like everyone else, we are struggling from day to day and we
are living on a bare minimum. I’d rather defer, and I understand there’s going to
be a penalty.”
—Dr. Radu Purtuc
It seems like it’s small in the grand scheme of things, but when you graduate
and you’re not making a lot, it just seems like an unfathomable amount to repay.”
—Dr. Alex Thomas

www.mpma.org
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The Body’s Diagnostic Window
This includes:

• kidney disease.

continued from page 1

daily.
“It seems like it’s small in the

that concentrating on my education

diabetes by 2050. This means that the
in high demand in every corner of
it is vital that Podiatry remain an

like an unfathomable amount to
into the health of the rest of the body
challenging and exciting.
instead.
“I would say overcoming a lot
of roadblocks in the way after I

Helping New Podiatrists
The MPMA has been at the front
lines in working with the Michigan

MPMA has worked arm-in-arm with

association has lobbied legislators
insurance reimbursement issues and

doctors.

The MPMA has also historically
we are struggling from day to day and

I understand there’s going to be a
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student debt for DPM’s looking to
state. The Centers for Disease Control
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and-coming Podiatrists. With this in

with Michigan’s leaders.

